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monthly, and 2) unit of measurement from cubic feet to gallons. The Settling Parties agree the 

tariff revisions will be filed with the Commission for review and approval subsequent to the 

mailing of the customer notice of billing changes. The Settling Parties agree and acknowledge 

that each division may file its respective tariff revision separately, depending on the anticipated 

completion of the respective meter replacements for each division. The Settling Parties further 

agree that these tariff changes will become effective no sooner than 30 days after the customer 

notice of billing changes is mailed to customers (see above). 

J. Acquisition Costs 

The Settling Parties agree and recommend that the Commission approve that Abenaki 

shall record its acquisition costs as a deferred asset in its accounting records. It is anticipated that 

Abenaki shall request rate recovery of these acquisition costs via an amortization mechanism in 

its next rate proceeding before the Commission. The Settling Parties further agree that inclusion 

of these acquisition costs in customer rates shall be subject to review and approval by the 

Commission as provided by law. The Settling Parties also agree that the acquisition cost does 

not provide for an acquisition premium, nor will an acquisition premium be allowed for recovery 

in a future rate case. 

K. Reporting Requirements 

The Settling Parties agree and recommend the Commission approve that Abenaki shall 

continue reporting the Tioga: Belmont Division and Tioga: Gilford Village Division as separate 

divisions. This includes, but is not limited to, separate reporting in Abenaki' s Annual Report to 

the Commission, and all other Commission required reports. 
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L. Avoidance of Hearing 

The Settling Parties agree and recommend that the Commission approve this Agreement 

and may do so without the need for a hearing. Pursuant to RSA 374:26, the Commission may 

grant permission to transfer ownership of a utility and franchise area without a hearing "when all 

interested parties are in agreement." A prehearing conference was held in this matter on 

September 26, 2018. There were no other motions for intervention, nor were there other 

participants in attendance other than the Settling Parties. As such, the Settling Parties agree that 

all interested parties in this matter are accounted for, and as evidenced by this document, are in 

agreement. The Settling Parties agree that all parties are participating and are in agreement, and 

thus recommend that the Commission approve this Agreement without a hearing as one is not 

needed per RSA 374:26. 

V. CONDITIONS 

This Agreement is expressly conditioned upon the Commission's acceptance of all of its 

provisions, without change or condition, and if the Commission does not accept said provisions 

in their entirety, without change or condition, the Agreement shall at any of the Settling Parties' 

option exercised within ten (10) days of such Commission order, be deemed to be null and void 

and without effect and shall not constitute any part of the record in this proceeding nor be used 

for any other purpose. 

The Commission's acceptance of this Agreement does not constitute continuing approval 

of, or precedent regarding, any particular principle or issue in this proceeding, but such 

acceptance does constitute a determination that, as the Settling Parties believe, the provisions set 

forth herein in their totality are just and reasonable and in the public good. 
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The information and testimony previously provided in this proceeding are not expected to 

be subject to cross-examination by the Settling Parties, which would normally occur in a fully 

litigated case. The Settling Parties agree that all of their pre-filed exhibits should be admitted as 

full exhibits for the purpose of consideration of this Agreement. Agreement to admit all pre-filed 

testimony without challenge does not constitute agreement by the Settling Parties that the content 

of the pre-filed testimony filed on behalf of the other is accurate or what weight, if any, should 

be given to the views of any witness. 

The discussions which have produced this Agreement have been conducted on the 

explicit understanding that all offers of settlement relating thereto are and shall be confidential, 

shall be without prejudice to the position of any party or participant representing any such offer 

or participating in any such discussion, and are not to be used in connection with any future 

proceeding or otherwise. 

This Agreement may be executed in multiple counterparts, which together shall constitute 

one Agreement. The Settling Parties agree that the proposed Agreement is lawful and consistent 

with the public good, and therefore recommend its approval. 
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